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1.0 METEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
 The surface position of the ITD fluctuates over northern Senegal, sloping towards southern Mali, Burkina Faso and onto Niger. Scattered thunderstorms with rain characterized the weather over Burkina Faso, Ghana, Gulf of Guinea States, Ivory Coast and Nigeria. Dust haze/sand storm was reported over Mauritania, Niger, Algeria and Mali.

1.1 WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE GAMBIA
Warm and humid atmosphere with occasional rain and/or thunderstorms affected some part of the country during the later part of the dekad.

1.2 OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT DEKAD

Partly cloudy to cloudy with thunderstorms and/or rain is expected wover the entire country during   the period.

2.0 AGROMETEOROLOGICAL SITUATION
2.1 RAINFALL SITUATION
The progress of the rainy season is enhanced in most places, with rainfall activities in all the regions although not well distributed. The Eastern Third records the highest amount of 76.3mm in Basse, the Middle Third recorded 40.2mm in Janjanbureh,and Yundum Airport recorded 9.6mm in the Western Third as shown graphically in Figure 1a.
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         Figure 1a:   Dekadal rainfall distribution
Seasonal total in the Eastern Third stand at 109.0mm and 47.5 mm in Basse and Fatoto respectively whilst in the Middle Third, Sapu, Janjanbureh and Kaur recorded 58.7mm, 40.2 and 5.6mm respectively.
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 Figure 1b: seasonal rainfall distribution

2.2 Temperature


Average temperatures were between 28oC and 31oC. The highest temperatures varied between 36oC in the Western Third, and 38oC to 39 oC in the Middle and Eastern Thirds respectively. Minimum temperatures were between 24oC in the Western Third to 26oC in the Eastern Third of the country.
2.3 Winds

Winds were moderate to strong with maximum speed of 65km/hr observed over the Eastern Third of the country. There were some structural damages reported in the Eastern sector in the settlements of Saruja and Kerewan Samba Sira where some rooftops were blown away by the winds.
2.4 Sunshine Duration

Average sunshine duration across the country was above 7hours.
2.5 Relative Humidity

The average Relative Humidity (RH) was above 50% countrywide.
3.0 Hydrological Situation
N/A
4.0 AGRICULTURAL SITUATION

WEST COAST REGION

N/A
NORTH BANK REGION

Agricultural activities in this region have shown some improvement from the last dekad. In some parts of the country like in Sabach Sanjal, farmers are busy planting while some farmers in other parts of the region are still on seed acquisition and treatment. Farmers engaged in vegetable production are harvesting some crops while some are on nursery preparation.

LOWER RIVER REGION

Farmers in this Region are still engaging in preplanning activities; some vegetable growers are still busy on their activity which is continuous. Some farmers are busy sowing cereals, while others are on rice planting.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION NORTH

An agricultural activity in this region varies. For tidal areas, rice harvesting is in progress for crops that were planted early while others are at panicle stage. Ploughing is in progress over some areas that depend on rainfed agriculture whereas field clearing is almost finished in upland fields.
CENTRAL RIVER REGION SOUTH

Harvesting is still ongoing in the lowland areas with massive bird scaring as a result of the presence of weaver birds in the Region. In the wet season production, crops are at different stages, few are transplanting while few are engaging in nursery production. There is 20% harvest in the swamp perimeters. In the upland areas, lower and parts of Upper Fuladu West are busy on planting cereals while land development for Vision 2016 farming activities is still going on.
UPPER RIVER REGION

The major Agricultural activity in this region is planting of early millet, maize and groundnuts. Due to poor rainfall distribution, there are some farmers who are not yet to fully engage in the planting exercise waiting for more rains.
4.1 Crop Production

N/A

4.2 Crop Protection

N/A

4.3 LIVESTOCK
The Livestock situation in the Country is expected to deteriorate from now against August because of feeding scarcity engendered by indiscriminate burning of field trashes. As reported in the second Dekad, LRR and NBR continue to be the hardest regions hitted.

 Feeding scarcity often poses a major bottle neck in the production and productivity of livestock by suppressing the immune system of the most productive cohorts of animals, particularly at the regional level.  However, in URR and some parts of CRR, the field conditions are reported fairly good as bush burning has been minimized to the lowest limit and feeding availability and utilization enhanced.

In Lower River Region (LRR) two hundred and thirty-two (232) animals were treated  with various diseases as could be seen in the following breakdown: twenty-four (24) sheep ,sixty-two (62) goats, one hundred and ninety-one (191) heads of cattle, twenty-two (22) donkeys, seven (7) horses and twenty-six (26) chickens were treated/vaccinated against suspected trypanosomiasis, respiratory and New Castle disease among others.

 Similarly, one hundred and six (106) animals were also treated against a number of diseases during the third deka as explained in the breakdown: nineteen (19) horses, thirty-one (31) heads of cattle, forty-five (45) sheep, three (3) goats and eight (8) donkeys were treated for trypanosomiasis, respiratory distress and other note worthy diseases in the North Bank Region (NBR).

A total of ninety-three (93) heads of cattle, sixty (60) sheep) seventy-four (74) goats and twenty-nine (29) donkeys were attended by field agents and treated against suspected respiratory disease, gastro-intestinal tract  infection and trypanosomiasis in Central river region north (CRR-N).

 In Central River Region South (CRRs), one hundred and eighty-eight (188) animals were treated for a variety of suspected infections. Fifty-five (55) sheep, twenty-three (23) goats, eight (8) donkeys, thirty-three (35) heads of cattle and fifteen-horses were attended by field agents during the third deka.

One hundred and twelve (112) animals were treated in various diseases in the Upper river Region (URR): twelve heads of cattle (12), twenty-five (25) horses, twenty-three (23) sheep, thirty-two (32) goats and ten (10) donkeys while one hundred and one (101) animals were treated against suspected trypanosomiasis, respiratory disease and pneumonia among others in the West Coast Region (WCR), during the third deka. However, inspite of the routine monitoring, some diseases continue to constraint Livestock health and productivity. 

4.4 Fisheries

N/A

5.0 National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA)

N/A

6.0 National Environment Agency (NEA)

N/A

7.0 Market Situation
Table1: Agricultural Commodity Average Prices per KG (in Dalasis of selected markets) 1st Week of July 2015, Date: 2/07/15
	Comodities
	Banjul
	Bakau
	Serekunda
	Brikama
	Bansang
	KerrPateh
	Farafenni
	Brikamaba
	Sami
	Basse
	Soma
	Average

	CEREALS   

	Maize
	24.27
	24.20
	25.97
	23.45
	19.89
	18.00
	18.00
	19.00
	19.50
	18.75
	19.89
	20.99

	 Millet
	24.70
	24.00
	25.00
	25.69
	N/A
	15.00
	15.00
	18.00
	19.46
	18.75
	19.87
	20.55

	Sorghum
	25.80
	23.90
	24.82
	24.91
	19.00
	14.00
	20.00
	18.00
	20.00
	17.50
	N/A
	20.79

	Local Rice
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	N/A
	28.00
	26.00
	28.00
	26.00
	26.00
	27.40

	Broken Rice
	24.00
	24.00
	24.00
	24.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	26.00
	25.27

	Long Grain Rice
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	N/A
	27.00
	26.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	28.00
	27.70

	Findo
	91.20
	95.80
	92.75
	100.00
	N/A
	N/A
	80.00
	N/A
	N/A
	86.25
	91.80
	91.11

	VEGETABLES

	Cabbage
	42.64
	41.00
	43.70
	34.60
	32.78
	30.00
	30.00
	31.22
	N/A
	32.00
	33.14
	35.11

	Lettuce
	46.70
	43.30
	47.70
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	49.65
	45.47

	Large pepper (Hot)
	134.67
	134.09
	132.90
	135.88
	124.67
	123.32
	120.00
	121.94
	123.00
	121.20
	122.95
	126.78

	Okra
	65.00
	65.80
	64.20
	63.81
	72.19
	70.00
	71.00
	73.78
	70.78
	71.23
	72.53
	69.12

	Egg plant
	57.23
	58.30
	56.70
	54.21
	41.38
	40.42
	40.00
	41.32
	42.00
	41.79
	40.92
	46.75

	Wonjo
	110.55
	114.60
	113.00
	110.32
	73.61
	72.50
	74.16
	75.00
	73.88
	72.12
	73.00
	87.52

	Bitter tomato
	34.20
	N/A
	34.00
	36.30
	34.56
	34.00
	35.00
	34.79
	N/A
	35.00
	34.73
	34.73

	Tomato big size
	61.60
	67.50
	63.60
	60.10
	56.45
	40.00
	40.00
	41.69
	N/A
	42.66
	42.00
	51.56

	Imported Onion
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	35.00
	40.00
	38.75

	Local Onion
	30.00
	35.00
	32.50
	30.00
	25.00
	25.00
	25.00
	30.00
	25.64
	42.00
	25.00
	29.56

	ROOTs & TUBERS

	Carrot
	57.63
	57.23
	56.45
	54.93
	N/A
	40.00
	50.00
	45.38
	47.40
	48.67
	47.29
	50.50

	Cassava
	35.37
	33.20
	39.60
	36.00
	N/A
	34.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	37.93
	40.00
	36.59

	Sweet Potato
	40.00
	N/A
	40.00
	25.30
	34.87
	35.00
	34.00
	34.62
	31.74
	31.00
	30.32
	33.69

	Irish Potato
	40.00
	40.00
	36.50
	35.00
	40.00
	40.00
	35.00
	35.00
	40.00
	40.00
	40.00
	38.32

	Fruits, Nuts and Legume

	Mangoes
	25.0
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	20.00
	20.00
	N/A
	20.42
	N/A
	N/A
	21.36

	Banana
	40.0
	40.00
	N/A
	40.00
	N/A
	35.00
	30.00
	33.50
	30.00
	N/A
	35.00
	35.44

	Decorticated G/Nut
	42.00
	N/A
	38.50
	44.40
	36.37
	25.00
	22.00
	25.00
	24.98
	25.69
	26.87
	31.08

	Undecorticated G/nut
	26.0
	27.43
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	21.09
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	24.84

	Beans
	45.00
	45.00
	N/A
	45.00
	35.00
	40.00
	45.00
	36.25
	35.00
	N/A
	35.00
	40.14

	LIVESTOC

	Beef Meat&Bone
	175.00
	200.00
	200.00
	175.00
	150.00
	150.00
	150.00
	140.00
	150.00
	150.00
	150.00
	162.73

	Beef Steak
	225.00
	240.00
	225.00
	225.00
	175.00
	180.00
	175.00
	150.00
	150.00
	175.00
	175.00
	190.45

	Mutton
	200.00
	0.00
	200.00
	200.00
	N/A
	200.00
	175.00
	150.00
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	160.71


Source: Planning Services Unit, Department of Agriculture
Banjul July 2 2015

National MWG of The Gambia

	Composition of MWG:

          Department of Water Resources

          Planning Services - Department of Agriculture (DOA)

          Communication, Extension & Education Services - DOA              

          Animal Health & Production Services - DOA

          Plant Protection Services - DOA

         National Environment Agency
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